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Topics / research needs to be included in the SRA

CZ-1 Urban sprawl and consequent land-use changes in the hinterland of large cities

CZ-2 Contaminated sites as a heritage of the 20th century and how to deal with them

CZ-3 Recent decline of agriculture and possible food (in-)security

CZ-4 Landscape adaptation to climate changes (extreme climatic events such as 

torrential rains and floods, drought, etc.)

CZ-5 Improving the quality of soil-sediment-water (SSW) system

CZ-6 Urban space regeneration and current urban environmental risks

CZ-7 Low-carbon energy transition (renewable energy vs. fossil fuels)

CZ-8 Sustainable land-use and restoration of people´s relationship to the landscape

Societal challenges and needs

 In the Czech Republic, the issues related to sustainable land use have been perceived as very important 

for future development. It was emphasized that issues have inter-disciplinary and trans-disciplinary 

character. 

 It is recognized that the issues are interconnected because of ignorance of environmental functions (e.g., 

retention ability of soil and landscape – the ability to save water in cases  of both the floods and 

drought) may bring economic profits from the short-term prospects but it can cause economic losses 

from a long-term point of view. 

 Many interconnections were not commented upon, which may be due to a separation of individual 

research disciplines and the lack of mutual communication between researchers, who focus on the given 

topic from different perspectives.

 Societal challenges are changing dynamically and are influenced by actual situation and experiences. 

For example after the floods in 2002 (Prague city was strongly damaged), the discussion has been 

focusing on issues related to floods; while after the drought in 2015, the attention has shifted to issues 

related to water resources.  
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Experiences regarding the connection of science to policy and practice

 New scientific methods and recommendations are freely available to the public on internet 

(even in the forms of dissemination brochures) but there are problems with its implementation.                        

Most experts were quite skeptical as to the transfer of research results into practice                            

in the sense of ignorance mainly on the level of public administration. 

 The need to improve transfer of theoretical concepts into transdisciplinary methods                              

was highlighted by the interview partners. 

 Research activities which bring positive results in the short term (e.g., projects of new fertilizers to increase 

agricultural production) usually do not have problems with implementation.

 Research activities which bring positive effects from a long-term perspective (e.g., revitalization of drained 

areas and wetlands for water retention in the landscape) are not so attractive neither for stakeholders from a 

private sector (if no subsidies are provided) nor for the public sector (considering the perspective of a single 

election period they do not care what will happen in 20 years)

National and transnational funding schemes

 Majority of the interview partners highlighted problems such as the ´closeness´ of the Research & Development 

system, monopolization of research projects and lobbying power of the experienced teams, a short-term 

orientation of the research being often affected by issues currently discussed in the media, etc.

Background of the Czech Key Stakeholders

 In total, 20 expert interviews were conducted.

 42 experts participated in the national workshop

in Ostrava city on October 22, 2015

A key message from the Czech Republic:

 There are still a barrier between research and practice, difficulties with the implementation of projects and their 

results due to ignorance of the public administration, and the mismatch between short-term results and long-term 

goals concerning sustainable land use and development.
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