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National results: THE NETHERLANDS
Societal challenges and needs
 The Netherlands are made of sediments and densely populated. Societal challenges are linked to a
stay a resilient urbanized delta.
 In The Netherlands, policy around environment and the role of the soil-water-sediment system is
being decentralized with the Environmental and Planning Act (to be implemented in 2018). This
asks for more integrated manners of decision-making on a regional scale. Societal challenges are
used as starting point within this area-based decision making.
 Land use and spatial planning with the SSW- system are important aspects when looking at
challenges liveability of rural areas and smart and healthy cities and mobility and transport. The
soil quality for a certain use is also an aspect here..
 Another challenge is to deal in a better way with natural resources: Agriculture and Food, energy
and water supply and resource efficiency
 Climate change and water safety remain to be an important challenge in the low-lying Netherlands
 Next to the above, the following cross-sectorial topics are crucial for tackling societal challenges:
governance, knowledge base of stakeholders, SSW-system knowledge., methods to value the SSWsystem, data and information and land use strategies.
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Experiences regarding the connection of science to policy and practice
 The research focus in the Netherlands is shifting towards applied research where fundamental
research gets less attention. This is expressed as a concern by the Dutch NKS.
 The ability to influence research agendas varies among the stakeholders. However, many are
involved in, or have the ability to join R&I agenda setting debates in the Netherlands.

INSPIRATION Countries

Background of Dutch Key Stakeholders
 In total, 19 NKS interviews were conducted.
 47 experts participated in the national
workshop in Lunteren on 11th–12th November 2015.

 Attention can be raised by linking research questions to societal challenges. Good examples and a
good story work also very well: “show & tell”.
 A research agenda should be coherent and well-designed and should integrate short as well as
long-term research. However, unfortunately funding availability lags behind the availability of
research agendas.

National and transnational funding schemes
 There is significantly more budget available for applied research (and “business cases”) in the
Netherlands. However, designing and establishing of such cases is sometimes perceived
cumbersome. There should remain attention for flexibility, innovation and seed money for good
ideas.
 Topics that are not or insufficiently covered within research programs and by funding possibilities
are often the topics that are not directly linked to the primary tasks or core businesses of
organisations. If there is no direct ownership, topics remain unaddressed, even though some of
these topics may give us interesting insights and impulses for innovations. Such topics need a
better “branding” in order to get funding.
 Programming and financing of research and research policy in the Netherlands (and also in the EU)
is often sectorial. This hampers integrated research and approaches. Active collaboration should be
sought to break the silos.

A key message from The Netherlands:
 The SSW -system can contribute to this in a high extent . It is time to become aware of this
potential and cash it in a sustainable way. Therefore, the Netherlands focus on research and a
scientific basis for Resilient Urbanized Delta’s.
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