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Topics / research needs to be included in the SRA 

SI-1 Issues of (Post) Sustainable spatial development for better land management 

SI-2 Understanding Soil-Land-Water relationship and interdependence for better mitigation of 

climate change problems 

SI-3 Contributing to food security and safety  

SI-4 Efficiency of administrative procedures, information systems and accessibility of data 

Societal challenges and needs 

 In Slovenia, the majority of the NKS consider all societal challenges suggested from the European 

Commission as equally important. Many of the interviewees exposed, that healthy living 

environment is a cover topic and not in the same level with other challenges and therefor regarded 

as most important. 

 When asked to choose just three, most of them decided for climate change mitigation, healthy 

living environment  and efficient use and reduction of raw material and (natural) resource 

consumption  

 NKS proposed additional important societal challenges for Slovenia, including “good water status” 

(EU Water Framework Directive); flood risk reduction, (Flood Directive); better land use and spatial 

planning governance; effective balance of the level of regulations; Protection of ecosystem service; 

Urban renewal, regeneration, rehabilitation; Concepts for the identification and evaluation of 

significant impacts; Disaster risks and risk prevention and Perception of the landscape and 

environmentally friendly tourism 

Coordination and Support Action 

INSPIRATION Countries 

Experiences regarding the connection of science to policy and practice 

 Majority of NKS indicated that is it very difficult to influence the setting of the scientific research 

policies/agendas in Slovenia.  

 Good example of a policy that effectively used scientific research to prepare a policy (listed by 

several interviewees) are Development strategy of Slovenia and Spatial development strategy of 

Slovenia. 

 Answers from the non-science sector indicated, that generally they are not involved in the 

formulation of the scientific research questions, some of them are involved in the scientific 

research (directly or indirectly),  

 Most answers indicated that in Slovenia there is no document that would prescribe the process from 

Science to policy or vice versa transfer.  

 However, Strategy for Smart specialization of Slovenia was pointed out as an example of such a 

document. 

National and transnational funding schemes 

 The Slovenian Research Agency (Javna agencija za raziskovalno dejavnost Republike Slovenije – 

ARRS) as by far the main funder of the research projects in Slovenia has not defined any priority 

societal challenges to be addressed in the national research agenda. They fund topics that come 

almost entirely from the research institutions themselves (bottom-up approach) 

 To increase the added value of financial sources, most of the respondents indicated the need for 

less administration and to speed-up the reimbursement process 

Background of Slovenian Key Stakeholders 

 In total, 19 expert interviews were conducted. 

 21 experts participated in the national  

workshop in Ljubljana on 10th of December 2015. 
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A key message from Slovenia: 

 Bottom-up approach of collecting research needs/topics from different stakeholders should 

become a non-stop process. 

 Targeted research projects co-financed by the Slovenian Research Agency in cooperation with 

sectoral ministries are perfect to finance interdisciplianry and cross sectoral research needs and 

should be extended 


